
FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS 
 
SERVICES & PROJECTS 
 
What is rope access? 
Rope access is a flexible form of work positioning, which allows workers to access difficult-to-
reach locations without the use of scaffolding, cradles, or an aerial work platform. Generally, a 
two-rope system is employed: the working rope supports the worker and the safety rope 
provides back-up fall protection. The benefits of rope access include increased safety to the 
worker and cost savings for the client. 
 
Why use rope access? 
Modern rope access equipment, techniques, and training can be combined to produce an 
exceptionally safe, versatile, efficient, and cost-effective way to solve vertical access problems. 

• Rope access is safe. Independently-certified rope-access technicians uphold an 
enviable safety record and few lost time incidents while working on rope. 

• Rope access is versatile. Technicians can apply the techniques in a wide variety of 
environments, from confined-space penstocks to massive concrete structures to 
complicated steel installations. Unlike traditional access methods, custom rope-access 
solutions can be designed to fit various applications quickly and inexpensively. 

• Rope access is efficient. Systems are installed and dismantled quickly and often require 
fewer personnel than traditional access methods. Rapid deployment limits disruption to 
facility operations by minimizing downtime. 

• Rope access is economical. Fewer personnel, faster completion, less equipment, and 
minimal downtime mean lower costs. 

 
Who uses rope access? 

• Civil, structural, and geo-technical engineers 
• Operations and maintenance workers 
• Construction workers and painters 
• High-rise window cleaners 
• Motion picture and theatrical set personnel 
• Tower and antenna installers 
• Offshore Platforms 

 
What are some examples of common rope access applications? 

• Structural inspections and non-destructive examination (NDE) 
• Rigging Installations 
• Welding 
• Sealant installation and surface preparation 
• Sand blasting and pressure washing 
• Concrete repair 
• Instrument installation 
• Painting 
• Rock scaling and anchoring 
• Photography and cinematography 
• Set installation 
• Geological surveys 

 



Why choose an IRATA member company? 
IRATA companies complete their work with confidence and assurance, the certainty of expertise 
and the value of a service that has proved itself around the world. The training given to IRATA 
technicians follows a strict work based syllabus that delivers highly committed personnel who 
are determined to deliver on safety, quality, and efficiency. Those conducting the training are 
rope access experts, not general work-at-height instructors, and have many years of 
experience. 
The IRATA assurance of safe and responsible working is based on: 

• Audited and regularly re-audited member companies; 
• Robust membership entry criteria; 
• Many thousands of rope access technicians who have been thoroughly trained and are 

required to re-train every three years; 
• The independent assessment of every IRATA trainee technician wherever in the world 

he or she is trained; 
• An unrivalled level of site supervision; 
• Mandatory work procedures that are consistent wherever IRATA teams operate. 

 

TRAINING FAQ 
Why should I consider a rope access certification? 
A rope access certification provides instant recognition and credibility for the Technicians who 
carry it, and the companies who invest in it. In turn, companies that hire rope access services 
will look for either an IRATA or SPRAT certification, and will know you offer the industry’s best in 
technical achievement.  
 
How do I get rope access certified? 
RIG offers dual training and certification for both IRATA and SPRAT. To become an IRATA or 
SPRAT certified technician, all candidates will be required to attend a four-day minimum training 
session and final day comprised of a written test, verbal test, and a hands-on physical 
performance based test assessed by an independent IRATA Assessor or SPRAT Evaluator. To 
be eligible to test at each level, there may be additional requirements. Certification is valid for 
three years.  
 
What is the difference between IRATA and SPRAT certification? 
The Industrial Rope Access Trade Association (IRATA) and the Society of Professional Rope 
Access Technicians (SPRAT) are both organizations that seek to promote safety and develop 
standards for rope access.  
 
Both IRATA and SPRAT were formed to address the needs of companies that were already 
engaged in rope access work, before relevant regulations and standards existed. IRATA led the 
way and SPRAT modeled their organization on what IRATA had already created successfully 
for the UK and Europe. 
 
However, there are some key differences at the level of membership and certification that are 
worth noting: 
• IRATA membership is exclusive to rope access companies that undergo an application and 
audit procedure. This means that IRATA operations and training are offered only by member 
companies whose program is regularly audited and reviewed to assure quality. SPRAT does not 
assure the quality of their member companies. 
• IRATA requires 4 days minimum training prior to assessment, as part of the certification 



process. Within the SPRAT scheme, training prior to certification is recommended, not required. 
• The upgrade requirements for IRATA are currently double what SPRAT requires. Since the 
experience hours logged must meet certain requirements, the road to an IRATA upgrade is 
significantly longer. This is bad news for someone looking to fast track the process. However, 
the higher requirement means that IRATA technicians gain more experience before becoming 
responsible for the overall safety of a rope access site, which is a comfort to all concerned. 
 
How do I choose between IRATA and SPRAT Certifications? 
The choice between SPRAT or IRATA certification may depend on the specific employer, 
industry, or geographical region in which you intend to work. If that is somewhat difficult to nail 
down, then dual, SPRAT-IRATA Level 1 certification is a good bet. 
 
What are the different levels of training? 
Technicians may also progress through three levels as time, experience and training allow; 
each demanding a greater knowledge of the rope access skills necessary at the worksite. Both 
SPRAT and IRATA have three levels of certification available to interested rope access 
technicians. Generally, the experience requirements in terms of logged hours and time are 
higher for IRATA. 

• Level I Technician 
o An individual who performs rope access work.  A Level I Technician may only 

work under the direct, on-site supervision, which is interpreted somewhat 
differently by SPRAT and IRATA. 

• Level II Technician 
o An individual who is trained in advanced methods of access, rigging, and rescue. 

In the SPRAT system, a level II can have supervision responsibilities.  
• Level III Technician 

o An individual who has extensive training in advanced methods of access, rigging, 
and rescue, and who is responsible for the overall rope access work site, 
including risk assessments, access, rigging, and rescue plans. 

I have rope access experience, is there an option for direct entry into SPRAT levels II or III? 
Direct entry is available to candidates who can show proof of their experience in rope access.  The 
requirements for direct entry into Levels II and III are outlined in section 4.5 of SPRAT’s Certification 
Requirements for Rope Access Work.   Please note that all documentation related to direct entry 
must be approved by the Evaluations Committee in advance of the session.  Interested candidates 
should send all documentation in addition to a Direct Entry Candidate Pre-Approval Application via 
email to info@sprat.org for submission to the Committee no less than six weeks in advance of the 
scheduled evaluation session.  Please note that a $125 Direct Entry Application Fee will be 
assessed at the time of submission.  This fee does not cover the certification processing cost 
assessed following the completion of a successful evaluation. 
Important Note: A moratorium is currently in place on Level III direct entry pre-approvals, with 
the exception of candidates who can show proof of a valid comparable Level III (or 
equivalent) certification from a recognized rope access organization, such as IRATA. 
  
 
I have rope access experience, is there an option for direct entry into IRATA levels II or III? 
There is a direct entry process for IRATA, and you can contact an IRATA Trainer Member 
Company to inquire and initiate that process. For experienced SPRAT Technicians, there is a 
conversion process, which allows an expedited process to technicians who will be working for 
IRATA member companies. 

 

http://www.sprat.org/resources/SPRAT_Certification_Requirements_WebVersion.pdf
http://www.sprat.org/resources/SPRAT_Certification_Requirements_WebVersion.pdf
http://www.sprat.org/resources/Direct_Entry_Candidate_Application.docx

